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fits of Health IT by visiting HealthIT.gov, take action to increase adop-
tion and meaningful use of Health IT, and utilize the information 
Health IT provides to improve the quality, safety, and cost effective-
ness of health care in the United States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8712 of September 15, 2011 

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From those who trace their roots to America’s earliest days to those 
who recently came to the United States carrying nothing but hope for 
a better life, Hispanics have always been integral to our national story. 
As an American family more than 300 million strong, we constitute 
one people, sharing sacrifice and prosperity because we know we rise 
and fall together. America is a richer and more vibrant country because 
of the contributions of Hispanics, and during National Hispanic Herit-
age Month, we celebrate the immeasurable impact they have made on 
our Nation. 

Hispanics have had a profound and positive influence on our country 
through their strong commitment to family, faith, hard work, and serv-
ice. They have enhanced and shaped our national character with cen-
turies-old traditions that reflect the multiethnic and multicultural cus-
toms of their community. They are doctors and lawyers, activists and 
educators, entrepreneurs and public servants, and brave service mem-
bers who defend our way of life at home and abroad. 

My Administration is dedicated to ensuring America remains a land of 
opportunity for all. Our economic strength depends on the success of 
Hispanic families across our country, and I am determined to put 
workers of all backgrounds back on the job to rebuild and modernize 
America, while helping small businesses grow and creating pathways 
to employment. We are also engaging the Hispanic community in pub-
lic service, improving educational opportunities, and expanding access 
to affordable, quality health care. And we remain committed to fixing 
our broken immigration system so it can meet America’s 21st century 
economic and security needs. 

The future of America is inextricably linked to the future of our His-
panic community. Our country thrives on the diversity and ingenuity 
of all our people, and our ability to out-innovate, out-educate, and out- 
build the rest of the world will depend greatly on the success of His-
panics. This month, as we honor their struggles and successes, let us 
recommit to ensuring our Nation remains a place big enough and bold 
enough to accommodate the dreams and prosperity of all our people. 
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To honor the achievements of Hispanics in America, the Congress by 
Public Law 100–402, as amended, has authorized and requested the 
President to issue annually a proclamation designating September 15 
through October 15 as ‘‘National Hispanic Heritage Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 
15, 2011, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to 
observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams under this year’s theme, ‘‘Renewing the American Dream.’’ 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8713 of September 15, 2011 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In every conflict in which our Nation has been involved, selfless Amer-
ican service members have sacrificed their lives for the sake of our 
country and its principles. Too many have never come home, or have 
endured unthinkable hardship as prisoners of war. On this day, we 
echo the creed inscribed on the black and white banners that fly in 
honor of America’s Prisoners of War and Missing in Action, and we 
renew our promise to our heroes, that ‘‘You Are Not Forgotten.’’ 

We will never give up the search for those who are held as prisoners 
of war or have gone missing under our country’s flag. We honor their 
sacrifice, and we must care for their families and pursue the fullest 
possible accounting for all missing members of our Armed Forces. To-
gether, we must serve our Nation’s patriots as well as they have served 
us—by supporting them when they come home, and by carrying on the 
legacy of those who do not. This is a promise we keep for our fallen, 
for our veterans past and present, and for all those whose loved ones 
have not returned from the battlefield. 

On September 16, 2011, the stark black and white banner symbolizing 
America’s Missing in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over 
the White House, the United States Capitol, the Departments of State, 
Defense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System Head-
quarters, the World War II Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memo-
rial, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, United States post offices, na-
tional cemeteries, and other locations across our country. We raise this 
flag as a solemn reminder of our obligation to always remember the 
sacrifices made to defend our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
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